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PHONOLOGY (LING5300) 

 

FALL 2016 

 

 

INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Sadaf Munshi  OFFICE: E296A (Discovery Park) 

E-MAIL:  sadafmunshi@unt.edu   

CLASS MEETS: Tue 6:30-9:20pm in NTDP D207A  

OFFICE HOURS: Mon 10:00am-12:00pm and by appointment   

 
 
 
DESCRIPTION 
Phonology is the study of the ways in which languages organize their sound systems.  Just as there are 
basic principles that determine a language’s syntactic structure, there are principles governing sound 
behavior.  That is, each language has its own sound “grammar”.  We take a broadly typological view in 
our approach, which is to say that we are interested in how the sound patterns of individual languages 
are similar, and how they vary across languages.  For this reason, this class will look at data from a 
broad sample of languages, and not just from English. 
 
  
 
TEXTBOOKS 
Introducing Phonology (2005) by David Odden. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 
 
Additional readings will be made available as they are assigned.  
 
 
GRADING 
The final grade for the course will be based on:   
  
Assignments    60% (problem solving questions) 
Presentation    15% (based on assigned readings) 
Final Project    25% (details to be provided) 
Attendance    Please read the note on attendance below 
 
Note: A schedule with due dates will be provided separately. Please check the Blackboard for documents, 
announcements and reading materials. 
   
ATTENDANCE, TARDINESS AND COURTESY 
Regular and consistent attendance is required to earn full credit for participation. I generally notice 
students who come to class and nap, read rather than listen to the lecture, surf the web on their 
laptop, and so forth. Students who have few absences, come to class prepared and contribute regularly 
to discussion and in-class problem solving will be awarded full credit. If you have 2-3 unexcused 
absences, your grade will be lowered by one letter grade. For 4-6 absences, it will be reduced by two 
letter grades. Absences above that mean a failing grade.  
 
Tardiness is disruptive to everyone--even the instructor. I expect students to arrive punctually. If you will 
be late and know in advance, tell me so that when you arrive late, I am prepared.  
 
Please switch off your cell phone or pager before class starts. 
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RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 
If you will miss class for observance of a religious holiday, please notify me of the dates within the first 
two weeks of class. Absence for observance of religious holidays is excused and accommodations will be 
made for homework due dates; however, you are responsible for keeping up with the work you miss. 
 
SPECIAL NEEDS 
If you need any accommodations associated with a learning or physical disability, please see me as soon 
as possible. You may be required to provide documentation from the Office of the Dean of Students--
Services for Students with Disabilities. 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY 
You are expected to do your own work and acknowledge use of anyone else's work or ideas. Academic 
dishonesty includes: (a) copying another student's work or allowing another student to copy yours, (b) 
using prohibited aids during exams, and (c) copying passages or ideas from another source and passing 
them off as your own (that is, without properly referencing them). If you are discovered committing 
academic dishonesty, you will be reported to the Dean, and appropriate action will be taken.  
 
QUESTIONS AND COMPLAINTS 
First, see me with any concerns about grades, assignments, policies, or other matters; please tell me (in 
person or by e-mail) as soon as possible if you have any problem. Issues that we can't resolve should be 
directed to the Chair of the Department of Linguistics. Be prepared to present your complaint in writing 
along with copies of your work or any other appropriate documentation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

READING LIST   
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